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By  LOUIS  MAYER,  Sc. 
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The  Mayer  Bust,  though  the 

head  is  life  size,  is  yet  not  too 
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large  for  library,  office,  club,  or 
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school  room  decoration.   The 
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base  is  6  x6^  inches,  and  the 
extreme  height  24  inches. 
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usual  commercial  kind.  Every 
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bronze  and  every  plaster  is 
gone  over  carefully  by  the 
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sculptor.  The  patina  is  applied 
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to  the  bronzes  under   his 
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personal  supervision,  and  the 
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plasters  are  tinted  by  him  in 
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harmonious  terra  cotta  tones. 
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This  insures  artistic  results 
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and  gives  to  each  cast  an 

added  touch  of  individuality 
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BUST  OF  LINCOLN 
UNYEILEDATCHURCH 


Bronze  of  Emerson  Also  Given 

to  Community  Church  by 

Miss  Ethelwyn  Doolittle. 


CALLED  OUR  GREATEST  MEN 


The  Rev.  John  Haynes  Holmes  Says 

Lincoln  Is  the  Eternal  Answer 

to   Doubts   of   Democracy. 


Lincoln's  Birthday  was  celebrated 
yesterday  morning  in  the  Community 
Church,  Park  Avenue  and  Thirty- 
fourth  Street,  by  the  unveiling  of 
bronze  busts  of  Lincoln  and  Emerson 
on  either  side  of  the  speaker's  plat- 
form, and  an  address  by  the  Rev.  John 
Haynes  Holmes  on  these  two  historical 
figures,  whom  he  called  "the  great 
contemporaries." 

The  busts  are  the  work  of  Louis 
Mayer,  a  Milwaukee  sculptor,  and 
were  donated  by  Miss  Ethelwyn  Doo- 
little in  memory  of  her  father,  Irwin 
P.  Doolittle,  both  members  of  the 
church. 

"It  was  inevitable  that  Divine  Provi- 
dence should  give  America  these  two 
men  at  the  same  time,"  said  Mr. 
Holmes,  "for  Abraham  Lincoln  was 
the  incarnation  of  the  spirit  of  Amer- 
ica which  Ralph  Waldo  Emerson  ex- 
pressed in  his  philosophy.  How  silly 
are  all  the  skepticisms  of  the  present- 
day  smart  aleck  in  regard  to  democ- 
racy !  Lincoln  is  the  eternal  answer 
to  all  doubts  of  democracy.  He  is  the 
embodiment  of  all  America  ever  hopes 
to  be. 

"Lincoln  and  Emerson  should  be  re- 
garded as  the  two  greatest  men  Amer- 
ica has  contributed  to  mankind.  The 
one  was  full  of  action  and  character, 
the  other  of  thought.  Although  these 
men  lived  at  the  same  time  they  only 
met  by  accident,  and  then  not  until 
Lincoln  was  nominated  for  the  Presi- 
dency." 


Copyright,  1916  by  Louis  Mayer 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN 
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WORKS  OF  LOUIS  MAYER 


Reproduced 

I  N 


Louis  Mayer 

Pupil  of  Max  Thedy,  Weimar;  Julian  Academy,  Paris, 

under  Constant  and  Laurens. 

AWARDS 
Bronze  Medal  for  Sculpture,  St.  Paul  Art  Institute,  1915. 
Silver  Medal,  Panama  Pacific  Exposition,  San  Francisco,  1915. 
lorable  Mention.  Sculpture.  The  Art  Institute  of  Chicago,  1919. 
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COPYRIGHT 


BY    LOUIS    MAYER 


ABRAHAM     LINCOLN 

Finished  in 
VERDE  OR  STATUARY  BRONZE 


Base  \Vt"  x  4^4" 


Height   I3>^" 


ABRAHAM     LINCOLN 


J\     Bust     in     Bronze     by 


LOUIS     MAYER 


BRONZE    BUST.    282    millimeters    high.    Mounted    on    a    white    marble    base 
137  millimeters  square  x  63  millimeters  high. 


THIS  WORK  DEPICTS  THE  BEARDLESS  ILLINOIS  LAWYER,  ABRAHAM 
LINCOLN,  AS  HE  MIGHT  HAVE  APPEARED  IN  THE  PERIOD  BETWEEN 
1858  WHEN  HE  DEBATED  WITH  STEPHEN  A.  DOUGLAS  IN  THE  SENA- 
TORIAL CAMPAIGN  AND  1860  WHEN  HE  EMERGED  AS  THE  LEADER 
OF  THE  REPUBLICAN  PARTY  AND  ULTIMATELY  BECAME  THE  PARTY'S 
STANDARD-BEARER    AND    THE    SIXTEENTH    PRESIDENT    OF    THE    U.    S. 


LOUIS  MAYER,  American  artist  and  sculptor,  was  born  in  1869  in 
Milwaukee,  Wisconsin.  His  artistic  training  took  place  mainly  in  Europe. 
He  studied  with  Max  Thedy  in  Weimer;  Paul  Hoecker  in  Munich;  and 
Constant  and  Laurens  in  Paris.  Mayer  returned  to  the  United  States  where 
he  became  a  member  of  both  the  International  Society  Art  League  and 
the  Association  of  Wisconsin  Painters  and  Sculptors.  His  works  are  in  the 
collections  of  the  Iowa  and  Wisconsin  State  Historical  Societies'  Museums; 
the  Burlington,  Iowa  Public  Library,  the  Milwaukee  Art  Institute  and  in 
the  Springer  Collection  in  the  National  Gallery,  Washington,  D.  C.  The 
last  data  available  records  him  as  residing  in  New  York  City  in  1926. 

An  excellent  work,  beautifully  executed.  The  Louis  A.  Warren  Lincoln 
Library  &  Museum  has  a  copy  in  terra  cotta,  with  the  date,  1S16,  inscribed 
on  the  bust  probably  indicating  copyright.  This  is  the  second  Lincoln  bronze 
by  Louis  Mayer  we  have  handled  in  fifty-five  years.  Fifteen  years  ago 
we  bought  and  sold  the  Mayer  bust  from  the  collection  of  the  late  Fred 
C.  Evers,  of  Elmhurst,  Illinois.  Mr.  Evers,  who  collected  Lincoln  as  he 
related  to  Illinois  as  a  part  of  his  huge  collection  of  Illinoisiana,  called 
the  Mayer  bust,  "The  Illinois  Lincoln."  Mr.  Evers  acquired  it  in  the  early 
1920 's  from  Walter  M.  Hill,  the  Chicago  rare  bookseller.  This  bust  is  from 
the  collection  of  the  Lincoln  Mutual  Savings  Bank  of  Spokane,  Washington. 
It  was  acquired  when  Lincoln  Mutual  Savings  became  part  of  Washington 
Mutual  Savings  and  the  Lincoln  name  ceased  to  have  significance  for  the 
new  organization.  The  Lincoln  Mutual  Savings  collection  was  purchased 
by  Ralph  Geoffrey  Newman,  Inc.  in  1985. 
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June  16,  1994 

Mr.  Frank  J.  Williams 

R.F.D.  Hope  Valley  Road 

Hope  Valley,  Rhode  Island  02832 

Dear  Mr.  Williams: 

You  may  recall  that  I  wrote  to  you  about  four  and 
a  half  years  ago  asking  if  you  might  be  interested  in 
acquiring  a  life-size  bronze  portrait  bust  of  Abraham 
Lincoln  sculpted  by  the  noted  American  artist,  Louis  Mayer. 

You  were  kind  enough  to  send  a  copy  of  my  letter 
to  your  friend  Thomas  F.  Schwartz,  who  in  turn  gave  our  name 
to  a  gentleman  in  Chicago  organizing  a  Lincoln  exhibit  at 
"Here's  Chicago."  I  agreed  to  lend  the  bust  to  Here's 
Chicago  for  six  months;  however,  at  the  end  of  the  loan 
period  he  decided  to  purchase  the  bust  outright  for  $4,000. 
In  a  way,  this  is  a  kind  of  belated  thanks  to  you  for  making 
that  sale  possible. 

In  the  five  years  I  have  been  dabbling  in  the 
marketing  of  the  Lincoln  bust,  mainly  by  writing  to  Lincoln 
associations  in  various  parts  of  the  country,  I  have  sold 
only  that  one  piece.  I  have  come  to  realize  that  selling 
sculpture  is  a  good  deal  different  from  our  regular  business 
of  producing  only  to  the  requirements  of  our  clients,  and 
time  has  proved  that  I  am  not  able  to  do  both.  I  have 
therefore  decided  to  relinquish  any  further  efforts  to 
market  the  Mayer  Lincoln  bust. 

I  have  three  bronzes  in  my  inventory,  and  right 
now  I  would  be  satisfied  to  sell  any  and  all  of  them  for 
their  foundry  production  cost  of  $1,250  each.  You  were  so 
helpful  before  that  I  could  not  resist  writing  you  again  to 
ask  if  you  have  any  suggestions.  I  am  also  writing  to  Louise 
Taper,  who  was  very  encouraging  when  I  wrote  her  some  years 
ago . 

Looking  forward  to  hearing  from  you,  I  am, 

Sincerely, 


Henry   G.    Coryyat   Jr. 


2159  Route  9G     •     Rhinebeck,  New  York  12572     •     (914)  876-2553 
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Frank  J.  Williams 
President 

Mrs.  Paul  R.  Schanbacher 
Richard  E.  Hart 
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Secretary 
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Correspondence  Secretary 

Fred  B.  Hoffmann 
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Board  of  Directors 
Dan  W.  Bannister 
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ABRAHAM  LINCOLN  ASSOCIATION 

Office  of  the  President  •  2  Williams  Street  •  Providence,  Rhode  Island  02903  •  401-331-2222  •  FAX  401-751-5257 


June    21,     1994 


Mr.  Henry  G.  Coryat,  Jr. 
Coryat  Casting  Company,  Inc. 
2159  Route  9G 
Rhinebeck,  NY   12572 

Dear  Henry: 

Thank  you  for  your  thoughtful  letter  of  June  16 
regarding  my  help  in  placing  a  bronze  bust  of  Abrham 
Lincoln  sculpted  by  Louis  Mayer.   You  know  if  I  didn't 
already  own  one,  I  would  jump  at  the  opportunity  to 
obtain  one  from  you  for  such  a  low  price. 

While  I  regret  your  decision  not  to  proceed  with 
marketing  them,  I  believe  you  will  have  no  problem  in 
selling  the  remaining  bronzes  for  $1,250  each.   May  I 
suggest  your  write  to  the  following: 

1.  Mr.  Dan  Weinberg,  Abraham  Lincoln  Bookshop, 
Inc.,  357  West  Chicago  Avenue,  Chicago,  IL   60610. 

2.  Gregory  Romano,  Esq.,  24  Ardisia  Ct., 
Lawrenceville,  NJ   08648. 

3.  Ms.  Joan  Flinspach,  Director,  The  Lincoln 
Museum,  P.O.  Box  1110,  Fort  Wayne,  IN   46801. 

I  am  going  to  take  the  opportunity  of  sending  a 
copy  of  your  letter  to  them. 


Good  Luck. 


Yours  sicerely, 
Frank  J.  Williams 
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